[Death in a tetany attack].
A case of latent tetany in a 24-year-old woman is reported. She had suffered several attacks of tetany in the last 12 years, mostly triggered by external stimuli. One evening, the woman was found dead in the hall of her flat beside the telephone with the upper limbs in a tetanic convulsive attitude. The attack of tetany was triggered by a telephone conversation. The parathyroid glands were normal. Day-old purulent myocarditis could be demonstrated in the left ventricle under the light microscope. The two possible pathogenetic explanations of the causal chain leading to death are discussed. It was astonishing that a clinical symptom (tetanic convulsion) was fixed in rigor mortis.